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Winter Witches
◦ Frau Perchta

◦ Grýla
◦ Yule Lads
◦ Yule Cat

◦ La Befana

Winter Creatures
◦ Krampus

◦ Pere Fouettard

◦ The Kallikantzaroi

◦ Belsnickel

◦ Mari Lwyd

Spring & Summer  Witches
◦ Brigid’s Day – February 1

◦ Baba Marta – March 1

◦ Walpurgisnacht – April 30

Autumn Witches
◦ Cailleach Bhéara (October 31)

◦ Tam O' Shanter  (October 31)



Tam o’Shanter
◦ Tam o’Shanter (October 31)

◦ Tam o’Shanter 
◦ Poetical Works of Robert Burns https://tinyurl.com/2v3w9v8s 

https://www.isos.dias.ie/TCD/TCD_MS_1337.html#64

◦ Tam o' Shanter: Robert Burns' poem illustrated by Alexander 
Goudie https://artuk.org/discover/stories/tam-o-shanter-robert-
burns-poem-illustrated-by-alexander-goudie

◦ Tam o'Shanter Performed by James Cosmo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU_Lbdy3Ud8

◦ Tam o’Shanter: The Animated Comic 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAqVwCa_x5o 

https://tinyurl.com/2v3w9v8s
https://www.isos.dias.ie/TCD/TCD_MS_1337.html#64
https://artuk.org/discover/stories/tam-o-shanter-robert-burns-poem-illustrated-by-alexander-goudie
https://artuk.org/discover/stories/tam-o-shanter-robert-burns-poem-illustrated-by-alexander-goudie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pU_Lbdy3Ud8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAqVwCa_x5o


Cailleach Bhéara
◦ Cailleach Bhéara (October 31)

◦ The Lament of the Old Woman of Beare 
◦ Trinity College Digital Library (TCD MS 1337, p. 42) 

https://www.isos.dias.ie/TCD/TCD_MS_1337.html#64

◦ Translated version - https://tinyurl.com/4vxeypu2 

◦ The Song of the Old Woman of Beare printed in the Otia 
Merseiana (1899) https://tinyurl.com/4nsepjt8

◦ The Kiltartan Poetry Book (1919) https://tinyurl.com/dwspby2u 

https://www.isos.dias.ie/TCD/TCD_MS_1337.html#64
https://tinyurl.com/4vxeypu2
https://tinyurl.com/4nsepjt8
https://tinyurl.com/dwspby2u


Grýla, Yule Lads & Yule Cat
Grýla and the Yule Lads

◦ Prose Edda
◦ https://www.voluspa.org/eddas.htm 

◦ https://www.worldhistory.org/image/6412/prose-edda/ 

◦ Melsteðs-Edda 1765-1766
◦ https://tinyurl.com/46v7ud5z 

◦ Jóhannes úr Kötlum - Jólasveinar (Christmas Arrives)
◦ https://lyricstranslate.com/en/jolasveinavisa-yule-lads-poem.html

◦ The Yule Lads - Mischief Makers and Children Takers - Extra 
Mythology  https://tinyurl.com/bdu84vuu 

◦ Yule Cat Reykjavík Grapevine 2008 Article 
◦ https://grapevine.is/icelandic-culture/art/2008/12/10/the-

christmas-cat/ 

https://www.voluspa.org/eddas.htm
https://www.worldhistory.org/image/6412/prose-edda/
https://handrit.is/manuscript/view/is/SAM-0066/0#mode/2up
https://lyricstranslate.com/en/jolasveinavisa-yule-lads-poem.html
https://tinyurl.com/bdu84vuu
https://grapevine.is/icelandic-culture/art/2008/12/10/the-christmas-cat/
https://grapevine.is/icelandic-culture/art/2008/12/10/the-christmas-cat/


First Hand Accounts of Early Life
Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People (731 CE) 
https://archive.org/details/x-bede-s-ecclesiastical-
history/page/14/mode/2up

Chronicon Roskildense (1137 CE) The oldest text recording Viking history 
and legends 
https://www.augustana.net/users/mischahooker/scanchron/ChroniconRoski
ldense.html 

The Book of Margery Kempe (1430 CE) by Margery Kempe 
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.186348/page/n47/mode/2up 

The History of the Kings of Britain (1136 CE) by Geoffrey of Monmouth 
https://archive.org/details/chronicleofkings00tysiuoft/page/n9/mode/2up 

Ashmole 1431 – Extensive nature manuscript dating from 1070-1090 CE 
https://tinyurl.com/2s4e56va 

The Forme of Cury (The Method of Cooking) an extensive 14th-century 
collection of medieval English recipes https://tinyurl.com/3y73k75n 

https://archive.org/details/x-bede-s-ecclesiastical-history/page/14/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/x-bede-s-ecclesiastical-history/page/14/mode/2up
https://www.augustana.net/users/mischahooker/scanchron/ChroniconRoskildense.html
https://www.augustana.net/users/mischahooker/scanchron/ChroniconRoskildense.html
https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.186348/page/n47/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/chronicleofkings00tysiuoft/page/n9/mode/2up
https://tinyurl.com/2s4e56va
https://tinyurl.com/3y73k75n


Online Resources
◦ Deutsche Mythologie by Jacob Grimm 

◦ German -
https://archive.org/details/deutschemytholog00grim/mode/2up

◦ English -
https://archive.org/details/teutonicmytholog01grim/mode/2up

◦ Extra History Winter Holiday Stories 
https://tinyurl.com/d5942cjs  

◦ Superstitions About Witches: Folklore, and the Occult 
Sciences https://tinyurl.com/2mypc55j

◦ Folklore - A Quarterly Review of Myth, Tradition, Institution, & 
Custom (1917) https://tinyurl.com/sumpr4wd

◦ The Book of Christmas (1913)  - Traditions, history, holiday 
figures, customs, beliefs, carols and more! 
https://tinyurl.com/yn9rx9pf 

A Witch and a Devil making a Nail with Which to Make a 
Boy Lame (1720) Wellcome Collection Online

https://archive.org/details/deutschemytholog00grim/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/teutonicmytholog01grim/mode/2up
https://tinyurl.com/d5942cjs
https://tinyurl.com/2mypc55j
https://tinyurl.com/sumpr4wd
https://tinyurl.com/yn9rx9pf


Recommended Reads
Fiction

◦ Witches of Christmas Grove Series by Deanna 
Chase 

◦ Witches of Holiday Hills Cozy Mystery Series by 
Carolyn Ridder Aspenson

◦ Sugar Shack Witch Mysteries by Danielle Garrett

◦ Winter Witches of Holiday Haven Series by Bella 
Falls, Danielle Garrett, J.L. Collins et all

◦ Witch City Mysteries by Carol J. Perry

◦ The Witches of Hocus Haven by Layla Dubois

◦ Witches of the Mystical Stones by Leigh Ann 
Edwards



Recommended Reads
Non-Fiction

◦ Winters in the World: A Journey through the 
Anglo-Saxon Year by Eleanor Parker

◦ Storyland: A New Mythology of Britain by Amy 
Jeffs

◦ Wild: Tales from Early Medieval Britain by Amy 
Jeffs

◦ The Northwomen: Untold Stories From the Other 
Half of the Viking World by Heather Pringle

◦ Poet, Mystic, Widow, Wife: The Extraordinary Lives 
of Medieval Women by Hetta Howes

◦ The Fright Before Christmas: Surviving Krampus 
and Other Yuletide Monsters, Witches, and Ghosts 
by Jeff Belanger

◦ The Dead of Winter: Beware the Krampus and 
Other Wicked Christmas Creatures by by Sarah 
Clegg

◦ Moon Lore: Myths, Worship, and Superstitions by Timothy 
Harley

◦ The Old Magic of Christmas: Yuletide Traditions for the 
Darkest Days of the Year by Linda Raedisch

◦ Celtic Tales: Fairy Tales and Stories of Enchantment from 
Ireland, Scotland, Brittany, and Wales by Kate Forrester 

◦ Old Norse Folklore: Magic, Witchcraft, and Charms in 
Medieval Scandinavia by Stephen A. Mitchell

◦ Witchcraft in Russia and Ukraine, 1000–1900 by Valerie A. 
Kivelson and Christine D. Worobec

◦ Witchcraft and Magic in the Nordic Middle Ages by Stephen 
A. Mitchell 

◦ Witch Myths: Hags, Crones, and Enchantresses in Mythology 
by Lizzie Stoddart 

◦ The Mystical Year: Folklore, Magic and Nature by Alison 
Davies



QUESTIONS?
Thank You!

Debra M. Dudek

debradudek@yahoo.com

www.debradudek.com 
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